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Message from the Superintendent
Dear Covina-Valley Community, 

For more than a century, Covina-Valley 
Unified School District has served the 
communities of Covina, West Covina, 
Glendora, San Dimas, and Irwindale. Our 
vision, “Educational Excellence for Every 
Student, Every Day,” is our guiding light 
as we prepare our students for continued 
academic and personal success.

This goal has become even more relevant 
over the last two years as we have faced 
academic disruptions and uncertainty 
arising from the pandemic. Remembering 
our District vision has helped keep our 
focus on our students’ continued growth 
and development. 

C-VUSD is proud of how the students and 
staff across our 17 campuses reintegrated 
into a classroom environment after a year 
of distance learning. We have focused 
on fostering student engagement 
and learning inside and outside the 
classroom through academically enriching 
experiences that will stay with them 
through life, including dual-language 
immersion programs, computer science, 
athletics, arts, and career technical 
education pathways. 

We pride ourselves on maintaining a 
“small district culture,” where teachers 
and administrators know students by 
name and offer personalized services, 

where students develop deep connections 
with one another, and where we provide 
innovative programs tailored to our diverse 
student body.

During the 2021-22 school year, our 
student-focused approach led to many 
of our elementary schools receiving top 
rankings by U.S. News & World Report, all 
of our middle schools being redesignated 
as California Schools to Watch, the District 
being named to the Digital Promise 
League of Innovative Schools, and all of 
our schools receiving a California Pivotal 
Practice Award.

Our District’s innovation and commitment 
leads directly to student success - C-VUSD 
boasts one of the highest A-G completion 
rates in the state and our graduates 
have gone on to some of the nation’s top 
universities.

On behalf of the Board of Education, we 
would like to thank our staff, parents, and 
community partners for your commitment 
to our students. Your dedication is critical 
to ensuring that each one receives 
educational excellence every day.

Sincerely,

Dr. Elizabeth Eminhizer 
Superintendent,  
Covina-Valley Unified School District  

C-VUSD Teacher of the 
Year, Julie Calderwood, 
exemplifies the talent and 
commitment of teachers 
who go above and beyond 
every day to build a strong 
foundation for their students 
and establish a sense of 
community for parents.

(Left) C-VUSD Teacher of the Year, Julie Calderwood, 
works with a student in the preschool deaf and hard of 
hearing program.

C-VUSD Teacher of the Year
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Covina-Valley Unified elementary schools have been 
recognized among the top-performing California 
public schools in the state, according to U.S. News & 
World Report’s 2022 “Best K-8 Schools” rankings. 

U.S. News & World Report’s inaugural K-8 rankings 
draw from U.S. Department of Education data on 
student proficiency and performance in mathematics 
and reading. The publication analyzed student 
assessment data from the 2018-19 school year and 
considered the results in the context of  
socioeconomic demographics.

Additionally, C-VUSD was ranked among the top five 
districts in the state by the California Reading Coalition 
for effectiveness in teaching reading by third grade.

C-VUSD Elementary 
Schools Named  
‘Best K-8 Schools’

(Right) Kindergarteners work on their writing skills at 
Mesa Elementary School.
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EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

The breadth of Covina-Valley Unified’s impact 
on students in Southern California is far-
reaching, with nine elementary schools, three 
middle schools, three comprehensive high 
schools, a continuation school, and an online 
school—as well as preschool, transitional 
kindergarten, and adult education programs. 
C-VUSD currently serves more than 11,000 
students and is home to one of the most robust 
alumni communities in the San Gabriel Valley.

Driven by the District’s core belief that 
every student deserves excellence every 
day, C-VUSD provides top-tier education 
through the collaborative efforts of the entire 
community—talented teachers, a committed 
Board of Education, dedicated administrators, 
amazing staff, parents, and generous 
community partners.

The District provides a rigorous, standards-
based education, as well as a wealth of inspiring 
programs and opportunities that encourage 
students to explore their talents and interests 
and prepare for success in their adult lives.

C-VUSD takes pride in being 
at the forefront of excellence 
in education. We wanted 
our logo to express that 
commitment, and so began a 
redesign process in early 2022.

Our new logo reflects our 
roots in tradition, our focus on 
rigor, and our commitment 
to creating pathways for all of 
our students to succeed.

Keep an eye out in the 
coming months as we roll out 
our new branding. 

A Robust Curriculum 
Provides Educational 
Excellence

Covina-Valley 
Unified School 
District Unveils 
New Logo

C-VUSD OFFERS

22
Advanced  

Placement Classes

23
Innovative  

CTE Pathways

96%+
High School  

Graduation Rate 
(exceeds state and 
county averages)

75%
of Graduates Pursue 
Higher Education at 
Both 2- and 4-year 

Colleges

International 
Baccalaureate  

Diploma Program

Award-winning 
Athletics  

and Arts Programs

Advanced Placement Capstone Program  
and Dual Enrollment College Classes
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C-VUSD RECOGNIZED FOR PERFORMANCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

South Hills High School students prepare 
for future careers in the Medical Pathway 
Program.

Students use Chromebooks as part of the 
District’s focus on digital literacy, academic 
success, and career readiness.

All three Covina-Valley Unified middle 
schools—Las Palmas, Traweek, and 
Sierra Vista—were honored on June 25 
in Washington DC as National Schools 
to Watch by the National Forum to 
Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform.

The Forum identifies high-performing 
middle schools and provides them 
with tools to help them expand their 
exemplary programs. Each C-VUSD 
school was recognized for a number 
of achievements such as increasing 
access to technology by providing each 
student with a personal Chromebook, 
implementing programs to improve 
mental and social wellbeing, and 
promoting initiatives to help all students 
succeed academically.

Personal access to technology has 
allowed students to bolster their digital 
literacy and create opportunities for 
teachers to implement coding in the 

curriculum. In contrast, programs such 
as Where Everybody Belongs (WEB) 
and Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
have helped create atmospheres 
that promote the values of kindness, 
inclusivity, acceptance, and positive social 
interaction among students and staff.

Through initiatives like the Advancement 
Via Individual Determination program, 
C-VUSD has narrowed achievement gaps, 
allowing all students to prepare for the 
rigorous curriculum they will encounter 
in high school and college. 

The Schools to Watch program is a 
collaborative effort with the California 
Department of Education, the  
California League of Schools, and  
the California Middle Grades  
Alliance, in association with the  
National Forum to Accelerate  
Middle-Grades Reform. 

C-VUSD Middle Schools Recognized as National Schools to Watch

C-VUSD Named to the 
Digital Promise League 
of Innovative Schools 
Covina-Valley Unified School District has 
been named a returning member of the 
Digital Promise League of Innovative 
Schools for its commitment to promoting 
educational equity, establishing 
innovative school-wide programs, 
infusing technology in all aspects of 
learning, and advancing positive change 
in public education. 

The Digital Promise League of Innovative 
Schools is a network of 125 forward-
thinking school districts that designs, 
validates, champions, and scales 
successful learning opportunities that 
advance equity and excellence for every 
student. The District was previously 
named a member in 2017-2018.

Examples of innovation can be seen 
throughout the District, including the 
seamless transition to online learning 
amid school closures , offering cutting-
edge career technical education (CTE) 

pathways, dual enrollment programs 
that allow students to enroll in college-
level courses and earn concurrent credit 
toward a high school diploma and a 
college degree, and participation in 
National SAT Day. C-VUSD is also one of 
the only school districts in Los Angeles 
County that provides free PSAT and SAT 
exams to students.

The District offers 23 CTE pathways that 
enable students to graduate with the 
academic, technical, and career skills 
needed for postsecondary and workplace 
success. Partnerships with Cisco, 
Microsoft, and Code to the Future have 
allowed the District to implement coding 
into the curriculum at all levels and 
provide students with the opportunity 
to study and obtain industry-recognized 
certifications in networking, security, and 
cloud technologies. 

C-VUSD is also a core member of Digital 
Promise’s Real World Learning Challenge 
Collaborative, an alliance that promotes 
schools working with community 
partners and industry experts to engage 
students in real-world problems, projects, 
and experiences that develop career 
awareness and readiness. 

Traweek Middle 
School Students in 
the WEB program 
focus on creating a 
kind, accepting, and 
inclusive atmosphere 
on campus.



R E P O R T  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  2 0 2 2  |  5C O V I N A - V A L L E Y  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

South Hills Wellness Center & Peer 
Counseling Program Receives  
Golden Bell Award

South Hills High School’s Peer Counseling Team and 
Principal Dr. Allan Tyner received the Golden Bell Award 
on Dec. 2, 2021, for supporting students’ mental health and 
wellness.

Students work together to promote mental health at South 
Hills High School’s new Wellness Center.

PROVIDING A CARING CULTURE TO SERVE THE WHOLE STUDENT

C-VUSD Partners with  
Yale University to Promote 
Social-Emotional Learning 

Since the start of the 2021-22 school year, Covina-Valley Unified 
has increased its focus on mental wellness by augmenting 
counseling services:

• sharing mental health resources on the District website

• opening wellness centers

• employing an on-site counselor at each school to ensure 
students have the resources they need to support their 
emotional wellbeing

Additionally, C-VUSD has partnered with Yale University’s Center 
for Emotional Intelligence to bolster its mental wellness efforts by 
promoting the significance of social and emotional learning (SEL).

The Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence has designed 
practical approaches to teaching SEL over the past two 
decades, supporting school communities in understanding 
the value of emotions, and building and sustaining positive 
emotional climates in homes, schools, and workplaces. Yale’s 
program has been adopted by thousands of schools worldwide.  

The District has implemented a social-emotional task force at 
each school to teach students and staff how to use four primary 
tools—Charter, Mood Meter, Meta-Moment, and Blueprint—to 
establish goals and foster accountability. These tools provide 
them the skill set they need to build the positive climate they 
envision (Charter), expand their emotional vocabulary to 
recognize the full scope of their emotions (Mood Meter), think 
before expressing their feelings (Meta-Moment), and learn how 
to manage conflict (Blueprint) effectively.  

“Yale’s course of study has provided me with a framework for 
thinking about socio-emotional learning,” Las Palmas Middle 
School Principal Dr. Roy Umana said. “As a leader who reopened 
a school after a pandemic, it was important for me to recognize 
the emotions my staff and students were experiencing correctly. 
Beyond understanding my own emotions and dealing with them 
in my way, the program taught me to change my perspective 
and recognize that each person uniquely experiences the world 
through their lens.”

South Hills High School’s Wellness Center and Peer Counseling Program has 
been recognized by the California School Boards Association (CSBA) with a 
Golden Bell Award for supporting students’ mental health and wellness.

The Golden Bell Award promotes excellence in education by recognizing 
exemplary programs across California that best address students’ ever 
changing needs.

South Hills High School’s peer helping model began 28 years ago; in 2018, 
it transitioned from a peer mediation model to peer counseling, rewriting 
course objectives and establishing it as an approved A-G college prep 
elective. This shift created a pathway that provides hands-on experience and 
training for South Hills students.

Promoting the health and wellness of our students is a key focus for C-VUSD 
and other schools in the District are using this innovative model to implement 
and expand their own wellness centers.

“Providing students with a 21st-century education extends beyond academia,” 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Julie Harrison said. “While 
standards-based competencies remain critical for academic success, students 
must also develop their physical and mental health. Our campus wellness 
centers fulfill these goals by contributing to student success in the classroom, 
the school community, and beyond.”



C O V I N A - V A L L E Y  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T6  |  R E P O R T  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  2 0 2 2

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES IN ARTS AND ATHLETICS

When Covina High School rising senior 
Ashley Poon first stepped into teacher 
Haijung Suh’s art class, she thought she 
would learn how to draw. She did not 
know that the experience would help 
her learn to think about the world more 
critically and enlarge her ideas about 
what she could accomplish. 

“Art teaches students to think creatively, 
expand their horizons, and step out of 
their comfort zone,” Suh said. “It teaches 
them to take some risks. When I can 
challenge a student to find creative 
solutions, it’s imperative. The world is not 
always straight and linear.”

Education in the arts connects students 
more deeply to the world around them. 
It introduces them to new perspectives, 
enabling students to develop critical 
thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, 

and innovation—skills crucial for 
succeeding in the increasingly connected 
and complex world. 

Covina-Valley Unified offers students an 
array of opportunities to explore their 
talents in music, art, theater, design, and 
digital arts. From award-winning band 
programs to studio art and professional 
theater to digital media, C-VUSD gives 
them a platform to expand their abilities 
and step out of their comfort zone—skills 
that will help them thrive in every area of 
their lives.

“When you stand back and look at 
something you’ve created, it makes you 
think about who you are and what you 
can do,” Poon said. “I’ve learned much 
more about life and myself through my 
art classes than I ever thought possible.” 

Outstanding Opportunities in the Arts Expand 
Student Horizons

Northview High School’s 
Lewis Madrigal capped his 
athletic career in Covina-Valley 
Unified by being named the 
San Gabriel Valley Area’s Male 
Athlete of the Year. A standout 
member of both the NVHS 
football and wrestling teams, 
Madrigal led them to three CIF-
SS team championships—one 
in football and two in wrestling.

Madrigal is just one of many 
outstanding athletes in 
C-VUSD. The 2021-2022 school 
year’s accomplishments 
by student-athletes across 
the District include CIF-SS 
championships for NVHS girls 
wrestling and tennis teams, 
as well as third place for the 
NVHS cheer team in Division 
3A at the CIF-SS Traditional 
Competitive Cheerleading 
Championships, USA Spirit 
Nationals, and Valle Vista 
League for Competitive Sport 

Cheerleading. Las Palmas 
Middle School also secured 
a state championship in 
wrestling, while Covina High 
boasted some of the best 
times in the state in track 
and captured the Valle Vista 
League Championship title for 
both the girls and boys track 
teams. Thirty-nine C-VUSD 
athletes signed to compete for 
top-level college teams after 
graduation.

“Winning CIF means quite a 
bit for the girls and myself,” 
Northview High Girls Varsity 
Tennis Coach Brian Rice 
said. “They exemplified what 
teamwork is and what it meant 
for all of them to work hard to 
accomplish their goals. These 
are the skills that athletes learn 
in our programs, and they 
are skills that will help them 
succeed in all areas of their 
lives.”

Top-Notch Athletics Programs 
Produce Star Student-Athletes
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PROVIDING PATHWAYS FOR STUDENT SUCCESS

Covina-Valley Unified School District has 
been awarded more than $1 million in 
funding through the A-G Completion 
Improvement Grant, advancing its efforts 
to develop comprehensive advising plans 
and programs to increase the number of 
students who have completed their A-G re-
quirements by graduation. C-VUSD boasts 
a 66.1% A-G completion rate, one of the 
best in Los Angeles County and the state.

The A-G requirements are the required 
courses California students must com-
plete to gain admission to the University of 
California (UC) and California State Univer-
sity (CSU) systems. Students must com-
plete 15 year-long high school courses—11 
completed before their last year—with a 
2.5 GPA or higher for the CSU system and 
a 3.0 GPA or higher for the UC system. 

The grant funding, delivered through the 
California Education Budget Trailer Bill, 
will support the District’s goals of creating 
a comprehensive college roadmap and 
calendar for middle and high school 
students, expanding the number of 
tutoring opportunities and summer 
school A-G course offerings, and ensuring 
low-income and underrepresented 
students have equitable access to the 
District’s most academically intense high 
school programs.

“The A-G course curriculum is a critical 
component for students to gain 
admission to the University of California 
and California State University schools,” 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
Dr. Julie Harrison said. “This funding 
will greatly assist our efforts to provide 
teachers, administrators, and counselors 
with professional development 
opportunities to improve the District’s A-G 
completion rate.”

Covina-Valley Unified’s plans for the A-G 
Completion Improvement Grant funding 
are aligned with the District’s Learning 
Continuity Plan and Goal 1 of the Local 
Control and Accountability Plan, which 
aims explicitly to bolster A-G completion 
among students and help them 
remediate A-G coursework.  

C-VUSD Receives 
More Than $1 Million 
in Grant Funding for 
Outstanding A-G Rates

(Left) C-VUSD’s new metal 
fabrication pathway allows 

students to earn industry-level 
certifications in high school.

(Right) South Hills  
students prepare for  

careers in the  
culinary arts.

C-VUSD Offers  
Students Innovative  
Career Technical  
Education (CTE) Opportunities 
Covina-Valley Unified offers 23 robust CTE pathways that  
prepare students for college and careers so that they are  
future-ready as soon as they graduate high school. 

Through an innovative partnership with PBS News Hour, students in 
Northview High School’s Viking Vision pathway have the opportunity to 
report on events in their community and see their work aired for an audience 
in the millions. The program helps students build skills in digital media using 
state-of-the-art equipment, launching many into careers in television, film, 
and journalism.

Students in the Patient Care pathway at Covina, South Hills, and Northview 
high schools are trained in a range of hands-on medical skills, preparing them 
to receive industry-recognized certification as medical assistants by the time 
they graduate high school.

In Covina High School’s Animal Science pathway, students get hands-on 
experience caring for animals at the school’s farm, laying the groundwork for 
them to study veterinary medicine in college.

The District has expanded its metal fabrication pathway with a new capstone 
course that allows students to earn industry-level certifications while in high 
school. Capstone students receive instruction from award-winning metal 
fabricator Aaron Iha, combining technology with practical application in 
design and fabrication. In addition, they have the opportunity to operate state-
of-the-art equipment such as a 3D printer, laser cutter, and high-end power 
tools to gain hands-on, real-world training in the metal fabrication industry. 

C-VUSD students also have the opportunity for deep practice in the process 
that fabricators and engineers follow — observe, hypothesize, question, 
experiment with designs, and draw conclusions — allowing them to develop 
skills integral to success in college and career.

Covina-Valley’s CTE pathways allow students to explore exciting career paths 
and gain valuable skills in programs from agriculture to the arts, business to 
building trades, medicine to manufacturing, and more.



2022-23 Budget Provides  
Fiscal Stability

C-VUSD Delivers more than $6.1 
Million in Taxpayer Savings

Covina-Valley Unified’s 2022-23 general fund budget reflects the 
District’s commitment to responsible stewardship of taxpayer 
dollars and providing excellence in its educational program to 
support the growth, development, and success of all students. 

The majority of C-VUSD’s budget goes to employee salaries 
and benefits, with the rest allocated according to the 
priorities of the District’s community-guided Local Control 
Accountability Plan, including funds for the innovative 
programs that challenge students to stretch and achieve, 
as well as programs that provide for their wellness and the 
social-emotional support that are crucial underpinnings for 
successful learning.

Under the guidance and leadership of the Board, the Covina-
Valley Unified budget allows for long-term fiscal stability and 
has a clear focus on providing for the success of students.

Under the leadership of the Board of Education, Covina-Valley 
Unified took advantage of historically low interest rates in 
2021 and refinanced many of its General Obligation bonds, 
resulting in decreased interest rates and saving taxpayers 
more than $6.1 million.

The refinancing applied to all current interest bonds and 
reduced the interest rate from 4.67% to 2.91%. While the 
District itself will not receive any part of these savings, 
C-VUSD pursued the opportunity to benefit local taxpayers 
as part of its commitment to the community it serves. 

These bonds have funded a number of facilities 
improvements across the District, including the construction 
of the Covina-Valley Unified District Field and the Dr. Mary 
Hanes Professional Development Center.

519 E. Badillo St., Covina, CA 91723
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Through the generous support of the Covina-Valley community 
with the Measure CC Bond, along with funding from the District’s 
Special Reserve for Capital Outlay Fund and Federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief Funds (ESSER), C-VUSD 
is undertaking more than $32 million in facilities improvements 
and modernization projects to ensure that students at all schools 
have high-quality and up-to-date campuses. 

Current projects:
• Renovate HVAC systems at all elementary schools with  

state-of-the-art filtration
• Replace Covina High School’s 1950’s era pool and upgrade  

its aquatic facilities
• Renovate South Hills High School’s library to create a 

modern, interactive workspace
• Districtwide roofing upgrades
• Meal area floor replacements at Covina, Northview, and 

South Hills high schools

Facilities Improvements Promote 
Student Success 

ENROLL NOW:  
https://aeries.c-vusd.org/registration/


